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he wrote his De Baptismo (seven books), Contra Epistolam Parmeniani (three books), De Unico Baptismo (an answer to a work of Petilian's which is ' inflated only with sounding words,' but which he answers for the sake of * slower minds'), and the four books Contra Cresconium. The last-named work (written in 409) is a temperate reply to a Donatist grammarian, who had taken up Augustine's reply to Petilian, and asked (evidently in reference to Augustine's abusive language) whether he thought of f finishing by his intolerable arrogance' a controversy that had proceeded so many years. In his letters Augustine expresses his feeling about persecution with perfect candour. In 406 he writes to a venerable Donatist bishop (ep. 88) in defence of the recent severe law against the schismatics. They appealed first to the court, he says ; it is a case of the guilty taking Daniel's place in the lions' den. He still, however, lays great stress on the outrages of the Donatists (admitting to some extent that the Circumcellions generally get a quid pro quo from the Catholic laity) in extenuation of the law. A little later (ep. 89) he writes a candid and direct defence of the laws. Their coercion is ' a most merciful discipline,'the 'medicine of the Church5; f mad- by  an  unworthy minister are invalid and so forth.     Between 400 and 410iginally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
